It OF THE 
mIAMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Mio-Merithly Lasue 


President’s Message 


Procurement and Assignment Service 


Committee on Economics 


The Boston Meeting 


MAY 15, 1942 


- Q 
| 
\2\\ 

A 


THE JOURNAL of the 
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


Mid-Monthly Issue 


L. Prerce Antuony, D.D.S., Editor 


Published by the American Dental Association 
212 East Superior St., Chicago, Ill. 


All expressions of opinions and all statements of supposed facts are published on the author- 
ity of the writer over whose signature they appear, and are not to be regarded as expressing the 
views of the American Dental Association, unless such statements or opinions have been adopted 
by the Association. 


Contents 
THE NEW MID-MONTHLY ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL................ go9 


COMMITTEE ON DENTAL PREPAREDNESS 
Procurement and Assignment Service : Enrollment Blank and Questionnaire .911 


Present Status of Commissions in the Dental Corps....................5 914 
BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
New Cancer of the Mouth Poster................. 916 
COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 
COMMITTEE ON DENTAL ECONOMICS 
Meeting of Dentists Engaged in Industrial Dental Practice............... 918 
NEWS ITEMS 
Brigadier General Robert H. Mills Appointed Chief of Army Dental Corps. 920 
American Dental Association New Headquarters...................00005 g22 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 29, No. 6. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 212 East Superior St., Chicago, II. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, January 30, 1939, 
at the postoffice at Chicago, Ill., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright, 1942, by the American Dental Association. 


of the 
ae Mid-Monthly Issue 
ing the 
idopted 
Vol. 29 MAY 15, 1942 No. 6 
oa THE NEW MID-MONTHLY ISSUE OF 
THE JOURNAL 
. .910 
Art the February 1942 meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
ig : the Journal Committee, with a view to expanding THE 
é- 13 Journat service to the members of the American Dental Asso- 
. 914 ciation, and in order to provide fresh information on events 
- 914 that have been greatly accelerated because of the war effort, 
offered to the Board of Trustees the following recommenda- 
tion: 
.916 ‘ 
... that a supplement to THe JourNat be issued on the fifteenth of 
each month, to carry items of importance bearing on war activities, such 
917 as the Procurement and Assignment Service, military and naval dental 
activities, and other related activities of the Central Office. . . . By con- 
tinuing to carry the same kind of material in the regular issues of THE 
- 918 Journat, information will be provided to members twice a month in- 
- 918 stead of once a month as at present. 
The recommendation of the Journal Committee was ap- 
a proved by the Board of Trustees, and the Editor of THE 
5.920 JourNAL was instructed to proceed with the publication of 
.920 the supplement. 
a Accordingly, we are presenting herewith a supplementary 
_ issue of THE JouRNAL as the Mid-Monthly Issue with our 
greetings, and trust that it will serve its proposed purpose and 
meet with the approval of the members. 
Tue Epiror. 
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THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


President’s Message 


THE NEW MID-MONTHLY ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL 


These are indeed hazardous times ; times when changes are coming 
rapidly and on short notice; times that try the souls of the stoutest 
hearted ; times when new obligations and new demands are being 
made upon the profession, which we must be at all times ready and 
prepared to meet. 

In the desire to keep the members of the profession informed and 
in close touch with the various war activities, the association is pub- 
lishing a mid-monthly issue of THE JourRNAL, which will endeavor 
to bring to the members the latest bulletins from the various agencies 
and thus to aid them to fulfil their professional obligations to the 
government. 

The obligation of meeting the demands of the present emergency 
on the part of the dental profession constitutes a challenge to the 
patriotism of the profession and its loyalty to the Army and the 
Navy, the Government and the public; and the manner in which 
we meet this challenge will, in large measure, be a factor in the 
determination of our future status. 

The questionnaire of the Procurement and Assignment Service 
was mailed in April and should now be in the hands of every mem- 
ber. Let me urge you to fill out and return the questionnaire at 
once. This is necessary in order to aid the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service in their aim to disturb the profession as little as pos- 
sible in its effort to render adequate dental service to every group, 
to industry, the community, the city and the Army and Navy. 

Your immediate attention to this request from the Government 
will be an earnest of your loyalty to your country and a material 
expression of the desire of dentistry to contribute its share to the 
winning of the war. 

Help yourself! Help dentistry! Help your country by keeping 
posted on dental and war matters! 
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COMMITTEE ON DENTAL PREPAREDNESS 


PROCUREMENT AND ASSIGNMENT SERVICE 
’ ENROLLMENT BLANK AND QUESTIONNAIRE 


Tue enrollment blank and question- 
naire from the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service has been mailed. This mail- 
ing was made from the Washington of- 
fice, and, from the reports which are 
being received, many errors and omis- 
sions were made in the mailing. 

There is a separate questionnaire and 
enrollment blank for each of the three 
professions included under the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service; that is, 
there is a special form for the dentist, a 
special form for the physician and a 
special form for the veterinarian. Ac- 
cording to the reports that have been 
received, many dentists received a med- 
ical form. If there are any dentists who 
have received other than the dental form, 
the error will be corrected at once if a 
postal card is sent to the Central Office 
of the American Dental Association, 212 
East Superior St., Chicago, IIl., notifying 
the Association of the error. A sufficient 
number of forms have been received from 
Washington to supply blanks to all who 
desire them. Also, if any dentist has not 
received any form, a copy will be mailed 
upon receipt of that information in the 
Central Office. 

It must be borne in mind that the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service is 
founded on a purely voluntary basis. It 


is a means whereby an effort is being 
made to utilize properly the professional 
resources of the country. There is nothing 
compulsory about the service ; hence, no 
alarm need be felt over completing the 
forms. 

If a dentist is enrolled with the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service, every 
effort will be made to utilize his serv- 
ices in a professional capacity either 
in the Armed Forces; among those en- 
gaged in the defense industries, or in the 
civilian population. The Procurement 
and Assignment Service does not super- 
sede the Selective Service System, and 
every man between the ages of 20 and 
45 is subject to military duty. Enroll- 
ment with the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service will simply signify that a 
professional man is willing to do his part 
in the war effort. If not enrolled with 
the Procurement and Assignment Serv- 
ice, the dentist, within the above- 
mentioned ages, is subject to the Selec- 
tive Service Act, and no assurance can 
be had that the dentist, when called by 
Selective Service, will not serve as a pri- 
vate soldier. 

Every dentist, regardless of age, sex, 
physical condition or governmental con- 
nections, should complete one of the 
forms at once. 


Tue Dental Preparedness Committee 
has given careful consideration to the 
question of gasoline rationing and on 
Wednesday, May 6, requested Mr. L. M. 
Sweeney, representing the Fuel Ration- 
ing Board to appear before it to explain 
why dentists were not included with 
physicians and others in the regulation 
permitting “X” cards. The impression 
given the committee was that it was un- 
intentional and that the matter would be 
corrected as soon as it could be placed 
before the legal authorities. Following 
the meeting of the committee, the Chair- 
man forwarded the following communi- 
cation to Mr. J. R. Richards, Chief of 
the Fuel Rationing division. 


May 8, 1942 
Mr. J. R. Richards, 
Fuel Rationing Board, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

The American Dental Association, repre- 
senting the dental profession of the United 
States, protests vigorously the failure to in- 
clude dentists in those entitled to “X” ration- 
ing cards permitting unrestricted purchase of 
gasoline. The dental profession is the sec- 
ond largest health profession in the United 
States, and its members are subject to day 
and night calls in cases of hemorrhage, infec- 
tion, fractured jaws and other conditions in- 
volved in dental practice. Many of them are 
attached to hospitals and clinics and serve 
rural districts and the Defense Areas where 
other means of transportation are not avail- 
able. 

The profession is not only serving the 


Mr. Ricuarps of Fuel Rationing Section 
advises (May 11) dentists are entitled to all 
gasoline needed for transportation to and 
from office and for strictly professional serv- 
ices. Change in regulations as of July 1 


, 
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GASOLINE RATIONING 


country adequately in the armed forces but 
without remuneration and consideration of 
their valuable time, on Selective Service Ex- 
amining Boards, Army Induction Boards, and 
Medical Advisory Boards. Dentists are re- 
habilitating selectees rejected by the armed 
forces. The members of the profession have 
recently been requested by the Office of 
Civilian Defense to serve in hospitals, cas- 
ualty, and other first-line stations in the 
event of bombings, evacuations, epidemics, 
etc. 

The profession feels that the failure to in- 
clude its membership with others under your 
order must have been through inadvertence 
and respectfully suggests that the words 
DENTAL SURGEON (D.D.S. or D.M.D.) 
be included. This will take care of the sit- 
uation and permit the dental profession to 
meet the normal and greatly increased de- 
mand placed upon it, and give it an oppor- 
tunity to serve in the event of further eventu- 
alities the War may produce. 

Very sincerely yours, 
C. Camauier, Chairman, 
Dental Preparedness Committee, 
American Dental Association. 


On Saturday, May 9, at 12:45 p.m., 
Mr. Richards advised the Chairman of 
the Dental Preparedness Committee that 
all dentists would have no difficulty in 
securing sufficient gasoline to proceed to 
and from their offices and in the average 
case, at present, a “B” card should be 
requested. Where a dentist is required 
to spend considerable of his time in visit- 
ing patients outside of his office, he 
should request an “X” card under the 
classification of “surgeon.” 


under advisement and dental picture being 
carefully studied for possible liberalizing of 
regulations in behalf of profession. 

C. Witiarp CaMALIER. 
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PRESENT STATUS OF DENTAL STUDENTS 


Unper date of April 17, 1942, the fol- 
lowing order was issued by the Adjutant 
General’s Office of the War Department. 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
Tue Apjutant GENERAL’S OFFICE 
WASHINGTON 


Commissions for Dental and Veterinary 

Students. 

1. Authority is granted to corps area com- 
manders to waive the provisions of para- 
graph 5, AR 140-33, for the appointment as 
second lieutenant; Army of the United States 
(Medical Administrative Corps) of physi- 
cally qualified male citizens of the United 
States above the age of 18 who are bona fide- 
accepted matriculants at approved dental 
and veterinary schools within the United 
States. Officers so appointed will not be 
ordered to active duty until eligible for ap- 
pointment as first lieutenant, Army of the 
United States (Dental or Veterinary Corps). 

2. (a) Appointment will be made with- 
out reference to an examining board as pre- 
scribed in paragraph 20 c, AR 140-5, and 
without reference to procurement objectives. 

(b) Applications and accompanying pa- 
pers as prescribed in AR 605-10 will be for- 
warded by the dean of the dental or veterin- 
ary school to the commanding general of the 
corps area in which the school is located, to- 
gether with a certified statement that the 
applicant is a bona fide accepted matriculant 
in dentistry or veterinary medicine at the in- 
stitution. 

(c) Officers appointed under the pro- 
visions of this letter will be discharged for 
the convenience of the Government, under 
the following circumstances. 

(1) Discontinuance of dental or veteri- 
nary education. 

(2) Matriculation at an unapproved school 
of dentistry or veterinary medicine. 

(3) Failure to complete successfully the 
prescribed four-year course of dental or vet- 
erinary instruction. 

(4) Failure to secure appointment in the 
Army of the United States (Dental or Vet- 
erinary Corps) within three months after 


completion of the prescribed four-year course 
of dental or veterinary instruction. ~ 

(d) The Surgeon General will maintain 
adequate records to assure timely applica- 
tions for appointment as first lieutenant, 
Army of the United States (Dental or Vet- 
erinary Corps), and to assure discharge as 
provided above. 

3. Students at approved schools of dentis- 
try and veterinary medicine who already 
hold Reserve Commissions in other arms or 
services will not be ordered to active duty 
until they (@) come within the provision of 
2c (1), (2), (3) or (4), above, or (b) suc- 
cessfully complete the prescribed four-year 
course of dental or veterinary instruction, in 
which event they may be transferred to the 
Dental or Veterinary Corps Reserve in the 
grade of first lieutenant, as an exception to 
the restrictions of letter AG 210.31 ORC 
(12-11-41) RP-A, December 13, 1941; sub- 
ject: “Suspension of Transfers Between the 
Sections of the Officers’ Reserve Corps.” 

4. Appropriate publicity will be given this 
matter by commanders of corps areas and 
departments and by the Surgeon General. 
Properly qualified students who are now en- 
rolled and qualified new matriculants will 
be invited to submit applications for ap- 
pointment, final approval in each case to be 
made by the War Department. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

J. A. 
Major General, 
The Adjutant General. 


By this order, second lieutenant com- 
missions in the Medical Administrative 
Corps of the Army of the United States 
are now available to bona fide matricu- 
lants in the approved dental schools of 
the country. 

For some time, it has been possible for 
a dental student to apply for an ensign 
HV-P commission in the Dental Corps 
of the United States Navy, but only since 
the issuance of the foregoing order have 
both branches of the service been open 
to dental students. 
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Under present provisions, it is now 
possible for a dental student, if physi- 
cally qualified, to obtain a commission in 
either branch of the service and, through 


this commission, to remain in an inactive 
status until such time as he has success- 
fully completed his professional educa- 
tion. 


PRESENT STATUS OF COMMISSIONS IN THE DENTAL 
CORPS 


Unper date of May 5, 1942, the fol- 
lowing letter was received from Col. R. 
C. Craven (DC), Assistant in the Office 
of the Surgeon General, United States 
Army. 


Dr. Gerald D. Timmons, 
American Dental Association. 


Sir: At this time, appointments in the Den- 
tal Corps, Army of the United States, are 
open to qualified dentists not over 37 years of 
age and to all those who have been placed in 
Class 1-A by their local induction boards. 

Upon request, application blanks will be 
furnished to all those who fall into either of 
these categories, by the Dental Service, Office 
of the Surgeon General, Washington, D. C. 

(Signed) R. C. Craven, 
Colonel, Dental Corps. 


From this letter, it may be seen that 
commissions in the Dental Corps, Army 
of the United States, are available not 
only to those men who are classified in 
Class 1-A by the Local Selective Service 
Board, but also to any man under the 
age of 37 who is physically and profes- 
sionally qualified, regardless of his 
classification by the Local Selective 
Service Board. 

To make application for a commis- 
sion, a letter should be addressed to the 
Dental Service, Office of the Surgeon 
General, United States Army, Washing- 
ton, D. C. In this letter of application, 
the applicant should be careful to state 
his age, school of graduation and year of 
graduation. 


CIVILIAN 


Butitetin No. 1, “The Dentist in 
Civilian Defense” is in the hands of all 
State Military Affairs Committees, So- 
cieties, Deans of School and others. 
Please make every effort to carry out its 
intent as far as it is possible to do so. The 
Committee realizes this will be difficult in 
some rural communities, but feels confi- 
dent the ingenuity of the profession will 


DEFENSE 


prevail and much will be accomplished. 
A limited number of additional copies of 
the bulletin are available in the Central 
Office. 


C. CaMALIER, 
Chairman, 


Dental Preparedness Committee, 
American Dental Association. 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 


DENTISTRY IN THE MAGAZINES 


January 1 to May 1, 1942 


THAT magazines can be a medium of 
disseminating dental education has not 
been recognized. The term “magazine” 
usually suggests one of the national 
weekly or monthly publications the pages 
of which are open to contributions from 
certain fields, restricted by the publica- 
tion policies of the editors. However, there 
are hundreds of perhaps less well-known 
but widely read publications the pages of 
which are open to dentistry. 

For instance, in January 1942, Health 
Culture published R. Reed Smith’s 
article “Help Your Gums Save Your 
Teeth.” Ford News printed a well writ- 
ten article from the Department of Den- 
tistry. Henry Ford Hospital, on “Preven- 
tive Dentistry.” “Dental Defects Cutting 
Defense Man Power,’ by Leon R. 
Kramer, appeared in the Kansas Teacher 
and Western School Journal. “If Only We 
Did for Child Health What We Know 
How To Do,” by the Federal Secur- 
ity Administrator, Paul V. McNutt, ap- 
peared as a full column article in Trade 
Union News. “Dental Infections and the 
Industrial Worker,” by Ernest Goldhorn, 
was published by the National Safety 
News. Joseph H. Kaufmann’s “Your 
Child’s Foundation Teeth” appeared in 
Parents’ Magazine. The Journal of 
School Health published the first install- 
ment of Claire E. Turner’s “A Usable 
Dental Health Index for School.” 
Scholastic Coach published Constance 
J. Foster’s well-illustrated article on 
“Johnny’s Teeth.” Incidentally, this 
particular article was illustrated with cuts 
from the booklet “Tommy’s First Visit 
to the Dentist,” put out by the Bureau of 
Public Relations. Also, in the same issue 


of Scholastic Coach was a one column 
article on “Three Factors in Dental 
Health.” Last, but not least, the apparent 
immunity to dental caries observed in 
Deaf Smith County (Texas) was brought 
to the attention of every newspaper 
reader in the country by Believe-It-Or- 
Not Ripley. 

In February, Health Culture Magazine 
published S. B. Whitehead’s “Watch 
Your Teeth.” Prolific writer R. Reed 
Smith came through with “Are Dead 
Teeth Always Dangerous?” in Life @ 
Health, in addition to which Hygeia pub- 
lished his article “Pulling Teeth With- 
out Pain.” McNutt’s article “If Only We 
Did for Child Health What We Know 
How To Do” was published by the Eleva- 
tor Constructor. The American Journal of 
Public Health and the Nation’s Health 
published “How Important Is the Dental 
Health Program? — Nationally? Lo- 
cally?” by Ira V. Hiscock. The Journal 
of School Health published the second 
installment of “A Usable Dental Health 
Index for Schools,” by Claire E. Turner. 
The citrus fruit and vegetable journal, 
Citriculture, published “For Good Teeth 
Eat Proper Foods” ; while City Life pre- 
sented “Dentists in Defense,” by Ora 
Blanche Burright. Michigan Public 
Health published “Dental Health and the 
National Defense,” by J. Ben Robinson, 
and “Kent County’s Program for Dental 
Health,” by Ruth F. Rogers. During the 
same month, “Sagebrush Dentist,” by 
Will Frackleton, was revived in the 
W yoming Stockman Farmer. 

In March, Science News Letter rewrote 
Theodor Rosebury’s article on “Conta- 
gion Theory of Trench Mouth” and 
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called the reader’s attention to the use of 
sulfanilamide as an aid in dental post- 
operative treatment. Incidentally, Science 
News Letter, which is a weekly summary 
of current science, averages at least two 
articles on dentistry each month. Dur- 
ing March, the Blue Bell Telephone 
Company of Canada published Medical 
Director Grant Fleming’s short editorial 
entitled “Keep Your Teeth.” The 
North Carolina Health Bulletin devoted 
approximately twelve pages to dentistry 
and oral hygiene. The Hart Store Mag- 
azine carried “Protect Your Smile,” by 
Lon W. Morrey. Minnesota Chats car- 
ried a digest of P. J. Brekhus’ entitled 
“Your Teeth: Today, and Tomor- 
row.” The Canadian Hospital published 
Thomas Marsh’s article on dental serv- 
ice in the modern hospital. 

In April, Edmund M. heen: pre- 
sented an interesting article on the 
quints’ dental condition in Health. The 
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Instructor published “A Health Unit 
That Is Fun,” by Iren Klatsky. “Fun in 
a Dentist’s Chair,” by W. F. McDermott, 
was published by Coronet. Kenncth R. 
Gibson’s “A Practical Program Most 
Health Officers Can Have” was used by 
the Journal of School Health.” “A Den- 
tal Health Program for Preschool Chil- 
dren” was published by Everybody's 
Health. An interesting article on “Dental 
Health Conditions in Negro Colleges” 
was published by the Journal of Negro 
Education. Science News Letter reported 
G. W. Lasker’s findings regarding dental 
caries among the Chinese and also quoted 
a short article which appeared in the 
March JouRNAL OF THE AMERICAN Den- 
TAL ASSOCIATION. 

Finally, the American Weekly pre- 
sented to its millions of readers an inter- 
esting article “Shall We Become a 
Toothless Race?” by the editor of the 
Science, Robert D. Potter. 


NEW CANCER OF THE MOUTH POSTER 


Five thousand and twelve deaths were 
attributable to intra-oral cancer in 1939 
—in rough figures, about 3 per cent of 


MAY BE PREVENTED 


FREQUENT EXAMINATIONS PERMIT THE DENTIST 
1O DLTICT PRECANCEROUS MOUTH LESIONS 


the 153,000 deaths from cancer in that 
year. Three per cent is not large, yet it 
represents too large a percentage of 
deaths, for the reason that cancer of the 


mouth is one of the most easily prevent- 
able forms of cancer. 

Since the causes of this form of cancer 
are well-known and the tissues of the 
mouth are accessible for observation, it 
is the dental profession’s duty to help 
educate the public to prevent this form 
of the disease. 

The Committee on Public Health and 
Education has prepared the mouth can- 
cer poster illustrated in this column for 
the use of the dental society. It is 23 by 
28 inches and is printed in black, white 
and red. Prices are as follows : 

I poster, 35 cents 

10 or more, 30 cents each 
25 or more, 25 cents each 
50 or more, 20 cents each 
100 or more, 15 cents each 

The poster can be ordered from the 
Bureau of Public Relations, American 
Dental Association, 212 East Superior 
St., Chicago, Il. 
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- COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


STATE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 


Onty eight states had regular legisla- 
tive sessions this year and five have al- 
ready adjourned. The volume of legis- 
lation affecting the profession has been 
relatively light and few important bills 
have been enacted. 

Perhaps the most important develop- 
ment, as far as the dental profession is 
concerned, was the enactment of a law 
authorizing the practice of dental hygiene 
in Kentucky. This law was passed as a 
separate measure, not connected with the 
dental practice act, except for the fact 
that the board of dental examiners ad- 
ministers the law and has charge of ex- 
aminations, enforcement, etc. 

In New York, a bill was passed which 
adds dentists and pharmacists to those 
persons who shall not be allowed to dis- 
close information obtained in attending 
a patient in a professional capacity and 
which was necessary to enable him to act 
in that capacity. This law previously 
applied only to physicians and nurses. 
Also enacted in New York was a bill 
which permits applicants for a D.D.S. 
degree to submit an equivalent for a 
course in a registered dental school as a 
prerequisite to a degree. This bill was 
introduced to permit an accelerated 
course leading to a dental degree in con- 
junction with the war effort. 


CONFERENCE ON TRADE BARRIERS 


President Roosevelt has called a fed- 
eral-state conference to be held in Wash- 
ington, May 5, 6 and 7, to consider the 
elimination of shipping restrictions and 
other trade barriers which “hamper the 
war effort.” All state governors were in- 
vited to attend the meeting. 

A statement from the commerce de- 
partment said that some of the problems 
to be considered were legal bars against 


night work for women, Sunday work, 
antimigratory and settlement laws and 
lack of uniformity in regulation of prac- 
tices in certain professions, such as medi- 
cine, dentistry, nursing and engineering. 

Any action which would relax restric- 
tions on the transfer of dentists from one 
state to another would apparently neces- 
sitate suspension or amendment of state 
dental practice acts. Any further de- 
velopments on the subject will be re- 
ported in future bulletins. 


CurRRENT LITIGATION 
MICHIGAN 


The long fight by a group of advertis- 
ing dentists against the 1939 amendments 
to the Michigan dental practice act has 
finally resulted in an appeal to the United 
States Supreme Court. All of the opin- 
ions of the lower courts upheld the valid- 
ity of the law and the referendum which 
was conducted in relation to it. The 
Supreme Court is expected to hold a 
hearing on the case before it adjourns 
for the summer. 


KANSAS 


In Kansas, there is a case pending be- 
fore the supreme court which will test 
the authority of the board of dental ex- 
aminers to pass rules and regulations re- 
stricting advertising. The Kansas board 
sought to revoke the license of a dentist 
who was advertising in violation of rules 
which the board had adopted, and the 
defendant obtained an injunction to pre- 
vent the board from revoking his license. 
The lower court granted the injunction 
and the board appealed to the supreme 
court. 


FLORIDA 


The case involving the validity of the 
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restriction upon laboratory advertising 
contained in the Florida law is now be- 
fore the Florida Supreme Court. Both 


sides have filed their briefs and a decision 
will probably be rendered in the near 
future. 


COMMITTEE ON DENTAL ECONOMICS 


MEETING OF DENTISTS ENGAGED IN INDUSTRIAL 
DENTAL PRACTICE 


Tue Committee on Economics of the 
American Dental Associatien is calling a 
meeting of all dentists engaged in indus- 
trial dental practice. The meeting will 
be held in conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the American Dental Associa- 
tion in Boston during the week of August 
24-28. 


Further announcement will be made, 
giving a more detailed statement regard- 
ing the purpose, time and place of the 
meeting. 

M. L. 
Secretary. 
R. M. Watts, 


Chairman. 


INDUSTRIAL DENTISTRY 


As a result of the emphasis now being 
placed on the need for complete mobil- 
ization of manpower in connection with 
the war effort, considerable interest has 
developed in the problem of the health 
of industrial workers. Many industrial 
concerns have taken a new interest in the 
health of their employes as a factor to 
be reckoned with in their production 
program. As a consequence, existing in- 
dustrial health programs are being ex- 
panded and new programs are being in- 
stituted in many plants. In these growing 
programs for individual health, the im- 


. portance of dental health is coming to 


be increasingly recognized. 

Organized dentistry has been aware 
for some time of the vital réle of dental 
care in the health of industrial workers. 
Formal recognition of the interest of den- 
tistry in industrial health programs was 
demonstrated by the action of the House 
of Delegates of the American Dental 
Association at the Houston Meeting in 
approving the establishment of standards 


for an industrial dental service, prepared 
by the Committee on Economics. These 
standards, which were published in the 
February 1942 issue of THE JourNaL, are 
subject to alteration as experience may 
dictate. They represent the position of 
the Association with regard to the basic 
plan of organization and operation of 
industrial dental programs. 

It is gratifying to note that the United 
States Public Health Service also has 
recognized the importance of dental serv- 
ice in connection with industrial health 
programs. This recognition has been 
manifested by the recent appointment of 
Lyman D. Heacock, Passed Assistant 
Dental Surgeon, to the Division of In- 
dustrial Hygiene. This appointment was 
made with a view to coordination of in- 
dustrial dental health programs. Work- 
ing through the state divisions of dental 
health and _ industrial hygiene, Dr. 
Heacock will be able to give much needed 
assistance and guidance to industrial 
plants and other agencies in their den- 
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tal health problems. Through this service, 
dental programs should come to have a 
sounder and more effective basis. 

Lyman D. Heacock, Passed Assistant 
Dental Surgeon (Reserve), United States 
Public Health Service, formerly with the 
California Department of Public Health, 
has now joined the Division of Industrial 
Hygiene of the National Institute of 
Health. 

The stress placed by the division upon 
the necessity for a broad program of 
adult health, including all health serv- 


ices, as the only solid foundation for 
workers’ health, will be exemplified in 
Dr. Heacock’s assignment to coordinate 
the work of the state divisions of dental 
health and industrial hygiene, with the 
various plants and non-official agencies 
concerned with maintaining dental 
health. 

Dr. Heacock will be available to any 
state requesting his services. 

J. G. Townsenp, Medical Director 
Chief, Division of 
Industrial Hygiene. 


NEWS ITEMS 


1942 MEMBERSHIP A.D.A. 


It 1s gratifying to report that, April 
30, 1942, membership (all classes) in 
the American Dental Association was 
3,972 in excess of this same time last year. 

The total membership on that date 
was 47,159, divided as follows : 

Regular members, 43,947 
Junior members, 2,992 


Affiliate members, 220 
The membership by states, as of March 
31, will be found on page 882 of the 
May JOURNAL. 
We have every reason to believe 1942 
will be our banner membership year. 
H. B. Pinney, 
Secretary. 


A HEALTHY ARMY 


Tue doctor bill for the best-cared-for 
army in the world, the United States 
Army, for the fiscal year July 1, 1940, 
to June 30, 1941, was $73,138,251.85, 
according to the Surgeon General’s an- 
nual report to the Secretary of War, 
which the War Department recently 
made public. 

Against this expenditure, the report 
showed a death rate in the Army for 
the period of only 2.8 per thousand, the 
lowest in history, excluding battle casual- 
ties, although the number treated in 
hospitals by military medical personnel 


increased from an average daily low of 
4,753 in 1939 to 8,300 in 1940, an in- 
crease of 75 per cent. 

For an Army of 1,800,000, the report 
said, approximately 23,000 qualified den- 
tal, veterinary, sanitary, medical, surg- 
ical, pharmacy, laboratory and x-ray 
technicians are required. In addition, 
35,000 administrative specialists are 
necessary. 

Facilities existing at the time that the 
report was prepared were sufficient to 
train 18,000 enlisted technicians in three- 
month courses. 
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BriGADIER GENERAL RosBert H. MILis 
was appointed assistant to the Surgeon 
General, Chief of the Dental Service, 
March 17, 1942. General Mills, at the 
time of his appointment, was the second 
ranking colonel in the Dental Corps and 
the highest ranking colonel eligible for 
the appointment. His service includes 
duty in France with the American Ex- 
peditionary Forces, two tours of duty in 
the Philippine Department, assignment 
to the faculty of Northwestern Univer- 
sity Dental School on R.O.T.C. duty, 
and a four-year assignment as director of 
the Army Dental School, Washington, 
D. C. With General Mills’ rank and 
background, his appointment as Chief of 
the Dental Division, Office of the Sur- 
geon General, was a most popular one. 

General Mills was born in Decatur 
County, Georgia, July 29, 1883. He 
began his career in dentistry in 1904 at 
Southern Dental College, Atlanta, and 
continued his studies at that institution 
for two years. In 1906, he transferred 
to the University of Maryland School of 
Dentistry, to complete his education 
under Ferdinand J. S. Gorgas, while that 
pioneer dental educator was dean of the 
school. General Mills received his degree 
from the University of Maryland in 1907. 
He entered the Army as a contract den- 
tal surgeon, May 17, 1909, and was com- 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERT H. MILLS 
APPOINTED CHIEF OF ARMY DENTAL CORPS 


missioned a dental surgeon, May 7, 1911; 
a captain, May 17, 1917; a lieutenant 
colonel, October 6, 1917, and a colonel, 
May 17, 1935. 


Photo by U. S. Army Signal Corps 
Brigadier General Robert H. Mills, D.D.S. 


As Assistant to the Surgeon General 
and head of the Army Dental Corps, 
General Mills succeeds Brigadier Gen- 
eral Leigh C. Fairbank, retired. His most 
recent assignment was as chief dental 
surgeon of the ninth corps area, but his 
dental corps service goes back to 1909. 


DR. AGNEW RETURNS TO CHINA 


Unitep China Relief received a cable- 
gram late in April announcing the safe 
arrival in India of R. Gordon Agnew, 
Canadian missionary, well known in this 
country for his work on the bacterial and 
dietary aspects of dental caries. Dr. 
Agnew, who was returning to his post at 
West China Union University at 
Chengtu, Szechwan Province, near 


Chungking, took with him from the 


United States twenty-three cases of surg- 
ical and dental instruments, a_ third 
of which were consigned to the med- 
ical relief corps of the Chinese Red 
Cross, supported by United China Re- 
lief. 

The instruments, valued at $12,000, 
and originally consigned to Rangoon, will 
reach China from India by a road that 
can be traveled only by mules. 
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Paul Revere and the Old North Church 


BOSTON 


Characterized as the Hub of the Universe 
will become, next August, 


THE HUB OF AMERICAN DENTISTRY 


Mark the date on your calendar now. Plan your vacation around 


THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION’S 
84th ANNUAL MEETING 


August 24 to 28 


Send reservations immediately to : 


Maurice E. Peters, Chairman 
Halls and Hotels Committee 
American Dental Association 
Convention Headquarters 
Room 554, Hotel Statler 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
NEW HEADQUARTERS 


222 East Superior St., 


The new headquarters of the American Dental Association is a five- 
story steel and concrete building, with basement, containing a self-service 
elevator, steam heating system and tiled lavatories and toilets on each 
floor. It has an ornamental sandstone front. The total space occupied 
by this building is 50 by 125 feet, and the approximate usable floor space 
is 20,000 square feet. 

A certain amount of remodeling will be necessary to put the building 
in shape for occupancy and this is now under way. 
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